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Eruditio
et
Amicitia

My wife's father said if you marry my daughter I'll
give you three acres and a cow. I'm still waiting
for the three acres.
- Max Miller
The Cheeky Chappie: He was famous for his flamboyant
suits & infamous for his risque jokes although by modern
day standards his humour, particularly in regard to sexism,
would not be acceptable.
[main picture];
Alan Haines dressed as the
maestro of the one-line quip
[left].

The Life & Times of Max Miller

M

ax Miller, known as the Cheeky Chappie, excelled as a stand-up comedian and was renowned for telling risque jokes, a
wicked charm and his use of innuendo. He was a consummate performer who exerted an absolute hold over his audience which influenced generations of comics that followed including Frankie Howerd, Norman Wisdom and Les Dawson.

Much of his material was considered too blue for broadcasting in his time - on one occasion the BBC banned the song Let’s Have
A Ride on Your Bicycle until its popularity forced the corporation to change its decision.
The hugely popular variety performer of the 1930s and 40s is brought back to life in this fascinating funny and true story of The
Cheeky Chappie by Alan Haines, our July speaker. Don’t worry there is no swearing or foul language in this presentation! Alan is an
experienced guest speaker who has also performed his own shows at The Edinburgh and Brighton fringe festivals.
Kindly note, due to the nature of the presentation - and the Speaker’s desire to protect the integrity of the show -this meeting
will not be broadcast on Zoom.
Derek Carpenter, Speaker Secretary

The
Short
View

Monthly Meeting: Tuesday 26 July at 2pm, Ryarsh Village Hall only
who have volunteered to serve tea at our

subject and the committee will keep this

monthly meetings . Your committee con-

under review.

sidered carefully the suggestion that we

As covid rates are on the rise and many

move back to china cups and saucers.

members are awaiting their Autumn vac-

Having looked at the pros and cons we

cinations, you are encouraged to wear

decided that we will stay with using re-

masks and maintain social distance

cyclable cups, but thank you to those

where possible

members who bring their own cups. The

Finally, to support Interest Groups the

other comment was about having

national website has many different

e held our 15th AGM in July and

wrapped packets of biscuits - we

ideas, resources and networks which are

welcome Valerie Willsher back

agreed that in the interests of reducing

well worth investigating.

W

onto the committee.

rubbish we will provide both wrapped

We have had some comments about

and unwrapped biscuits. I appreciate

teas, firstly thank you to those members

that there are mixed views about this
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Interest Groups: Latest news & views
A monthly feature to spotlight the interest groups and activities available to Malling u3a members.

The Genealogy Group

going back to meeting in members’

lunch at a local pub. Finally we bring

I am pleased to confirm that we have re-

homes. Obviously if our numbers swell

everything together as a collection of

turned to having our monthly meetings

for next year 2022/2023, we will pro-

written reports.

at Ryarsh village hall, in the Davison

bably be back at Ryarsh village hall.

Over the years we have looked at The

Room (at 2.00pm on the 1st Tuesday of

Hopefully the ‘signup’ meeting will

Medway, Villages below the Downs, The

the month), since the beginning of this

happen this year and we can then see if

Coming of the Railway, Before Kingshill

year. Although our subject can lend itself

there are likely to be any new or ‘lapsed!’

"town", Kent Industries. Our new project

to working independently (during ‘Lock-

members joining our existing group.

which is just beginning revolves around

down’, in particular) I think we are all delighted to be meeting up together as a
group once more, as it allows us to share

Kevin Johnson, Convenor Genealogy

The Landscape History

Kent churches which are separated from
their villages. Why?
Anyone who is interested in joining us will

our research and learn from each other.

Group. What do we do?

January 2022 was quite a big thing for

We study, through historical fact and re-

Ryarsh Church Hall on the third Thursday

carrying out genealogy research as the

search: how people have lived and what

of the month at 10am. Or contact me at

1921 Census was launched for the first

they've done has affected the landscape

billchris3008@gmail.com

time, adding to the existing 1841, 1851,

and vice versa. It is a fascinating exercise,

1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, 1901 and 1911 Cen-

researching old maps and documents,

suses that we have access to. Inciden-

stories of people who have lived and

tally this is the last Census we will have

worked in the area and exchanging ideas

access to for many years as there is no

and leads with each other to help create

1931 or 1941 Census to follow.

a full picture. The group is an Associated

DNA knowledge for Genealogy research

member of the Kent Archaeological So-

has also developed in ‘leaps and bounds’

ciety who have been a great help with

in the last couple of years and this re-

resources.

mains a hot topic for us in 2022 and on-

We start by choosing a subject or theme,

wards.

after a discussion about its depth and

Most recently we had a photograph

interest levels and then individually look

workshop with an opportunity to share

at one aspect. We meet once a month to

and comment on the probable dates

discuss what everyone has found out so

that these photographs had originally

far and how these parts of the story link

been taken on.

into others. Sometimes we go to visit a

Currently the group is around 10

place closely linked to the general sub-

members in total and next month we are

ject and this usually ends in a friendly

be very welcome to attend. We meet at

Bill Stotesbury.
Convenor, Landscape History Group

French Conversation
Sadly, the French Conversation group
has not been meeting since 2020 and
there does not seem to be any interest
in doing so.
A French Reading group did take over
and continues to meet. This group reads
and translates short French stories
meeting on Zoom. They would like new
members to join them. I do not have any
more details as I do not belong to the
group.
Linda Bramley
The French Reading Group is convened by
Adrian Bouwen. Adrian can be contacted via
the Malling u3a website

Summer School at Chichester

F

our of us went to the Summer School

at Chichester. It was a really great

four days. It so happened that we all
chose to study poetry , but we could
have have done Mah Jong, genealogy,

Tea Rota

French, maths , walking, cycling - all sorts of things. The accommodation was excel-

July: Russ Taylor, Kate Shennan &

lent (student rooms at the University) and the meals were more than outstanding.

Susan Collins
Christine Barrett

A highlight was to be able to stroll a couple of hundred yards across parkland to attend the theatre at Chichester where we saw "The Southbury Child" - a riveting play.
Summer School comes highly recommended! It’s very sociable, and enjoyable - and
disastrous for the waistline!
Ruth Brind, Roving Reporter
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Fill your own: Help the environment & our
volunteers by bringing a reusable cup.
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Anne’s knee slappers

Funnies supplied by Anne Sargent
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